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INTRODUCTION 

SilverKeeperTM is a backup application for Apple Macintosh computers running OS X 10.3.9 or newer, including 

OS X 10.5.x. 

SilverKeeper will Backup, Compare, Synchronize or Restore volumes and folders on Apple Macintosh 

computers. 

 

The software is an OS X application program which will copy, compare, synchronize or restore files and folders 

from a Source to a Destination. Its primary use is to automate backups from your Startup drive to an external 

backup drive. While optimized for hard drives, SilverKeeper can also be used with network drives, and other 

rewriteable external drives. Compatible drives may be connected to the SATA/eSATA, IDE/ATA, SCSI, USB, or 

FireWire busses of Macintosh computers. Network drives can be used if accessible to the computer over an 

Ethernet or wireless connection. The only requirement is that the Source and Destination drives must be 

writable volumes with full access. SilverKeeper is not directly compatible with tape drives, or CD-R/RW, 

DVD-R/RW, or Blu-ray drives.  

SilverKeeper is freeware provided by LaCie. LaCie is a well respected, worldwide manufacturer of storage and 

color products for Windows, Linux, and Macintosh computers. For more information about LaCie products, 

please visit our website at http://www.lacie.com, or visit your favorite computer reseller. SilverKeeper is 

compatible with most LaCie storage products, and also similar products from other manufacturers. While LaCie 

has made every effort to assure compatibility with all disk based storage products, LaCie cannot guarantee 

compatibility with the many third party storage products available in the market. Thorough testing has been 

done with Apple Macintosh computers and LaCie products with compatible storage devices.  

Unlike other backup and archiving programs, SilverKeeper uses the aŀŎΩǎ file and folder functions to perform 

copy operations, so the backups are always readable files and folders that can be used as-is on another 

computer without resorting to a special restore application. Neither SilverKeeper, nor special application 

http://www.lacie.com/
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software is necessary to read files from the backup drive.  

As freeware, this means that you may use the SilverKeeper product with any of your Macintosh computers and 

storage devices. The only restriction is that you may not alter the program, develop derivatives, or redistribute 

the product in any way without the express written permission of LaCie. Please refer to the included license 

agreement.  

LaCie may offer enhancements to SilverKeeper over time. Be sure to check the website, 

http://www.silverkeeper.com, or http://www.lacie.com/silverkeeper for the latest information about this 

program.  Always check for compatibility before updating to a new version of your OS. 

Back to Table of Contents 
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OVERVIEW 

SilverKeeper lets you:  

¶ automatically back up your important data to any drive mounted on the desktop 

¶ save revisions of your work; you can retain several versions 

¶ open your backup files directly with another Macintosh computer running OS X, as files are not 

compressed or placed into proprietary archives. SilverKeeper is not required to access your backups 

¶ compare backups to original files and folders 

¶ backup any folder to another folder; backup any volume to another volume 

¶ synchronize two separate folders 

¶ setup multiple Backup sets for comprehensive backups 

SilverKeeper will almost always perform a smart backup. The first time SilverKeeper is run, it will copy all files 

and folders from the Source to the Destination. The next time SilverKeeper performs the same backup 

operation, only the new or changed files will be copied ς if only one file changes, then only that file will be 

copied, and then merged into the previously made backup. If a file is deleted from the Source, it will be 

deleted from the Destination the next time SilverKeeper is run. A file added to the Source, will be added to 

the Destination the next time backup is performed. 

REQUIREMENTS 

¶ Macintosh Computer with Mac OS X (version 10.3.9) or newer 

¶ Sufficient free disk space to install application and documentation 

¶ Sufficient free disk space to store Backups 

¶ external storage device, network drive, or iDisk 

Each defined combination of Source and Destination is called a Backup Set. You may define multiple Backup Sets to 

define different Source and Destination combinations. Each set may have a different schedule. A name may be 

defined for each set, and defaults to the source name. The only restriction is that if Source is a folder, then the 

Destination must be a folder; if the Source is a volume, then the Destination must also be a volume. 

To install, simply mount the SilverKeeper disk image file, then copy the SilverKeeper icon from the mounted 

disk image volume into your OS X Application folder; you can drag the SilverKeeper icon to the Application 

shortcut that is displayed in the disc image ς this shortcut should point to your Application folder on the 

Startup drive. This is the recommended location, and you should not be tempted to relocate the application 

to a different folder. 

When you first run SilverKeeper, you will be prompted for your admin username and password, and if you 

want to use the Setup Assistant. This assistant will guide you through the recommended settings for 

SilverKeeper, defining backup set definitions for the System (i.e. the entire Startup Volume), for all the User 

folders, and for your normal Home folder (i.e. for the logged in User who installed SilverKeeper) 
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SETUP ASSISTANT 

 

If you cancel, no Sets will be defined, and you can manually setup SilverKeeper. To continue, click on the 

άƴŜȄǘ ҔҔέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ. This will take you to the license agreement. 

 

You can read the license agreement, or print it for your files. Click on άAcceptέ to proceed to the next screen. 

The license is also available later in this Help file. 

The ά{ŜǘǳǇ {ȅǎǘŜƳ {Ŝǘέ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŀ ōŀŎƪǳǇ {ŜǘΣ ǘƻ ōŀŎƪǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŘǊƛǾŜΤ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ 

startup (i.e. boot) from. 
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SilverKeeper will scan your Startup drive, counting the number of files, and determining the overall size for 

this full disk baŎƪǳǇΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άƴŜȄǘ ҔҔέ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ A progress bar shows the scanning 

progress. You may proceed without waiting for the scan to complete. 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ŀ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŀŎƪǳǇ ƻŦ ά!ƭƭ ¦ǎŜǊǎέ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ several different 

accounts on the same computer, this backup Set Definition will create a Backup Set that will backup all the 

different usersΩ ŦƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭŘŜǊǎΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άƴŜȄǘ ҔҔέ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ 
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This screen defines a Backup Set for the currently logged in User who has installed SilverKeeper. Click on 

άƴŜȄǘ ҔҔέ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ 

 

In this step, the Destination drive is defined for all the previously defined Backup Sets. For simplicity, the 

ǎŀƳŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ōŀŎƪǳǇǎΦ /ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ άƴŜȄǘ ҔҔέ ǿƛƭƭ advance to the next screen, where you 

can select which Backup Set to follow for your first backup. 


